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SUBJECT: ANKARA VIEWS OF CURRENT GOVERNMENT CRISIS 
REF: ANKARA 8016 (NOTAL) 

1. IN CONNECTION WITH CURRENT RURKISH GOVERNMENT CRISIS, 
EMBASSY POLITICAL OFFICERS CARRIED OUT SERIES OF VISITS OCTOBER 9, 
COVERING A SPECTRUM OF ANKARA OPINION FROM A FAR LEFT POLITICAL 
SCIENCE PROFESSOR TO ONE OF THE FOUR VICE PRESIDENTS OF THE FAR 
RIGHT NATIONAL SALVATION PARTY (NSP). THIS WAS OF COURSE DONE 
BEFORE THE EXPECTED OCTOBER 10 ANNOUNCEMENT BY PRESIDENT 
KORUTURK CONCERNING RESULTS OF HIS OCTOBER 8 MEETING WITH 
ALL PARTY LEADERS (REFTEL) AND CLEARLY IS NOT A FULL POLL OF 
TURKISH OPINION. FOLLOWING POINTS MADE TO US, HOWEVER, 

ARE NOTEWORTHY. 
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2. ALL WITH WHOM WE TALKED AGREED THAT EITHER A WEAK 
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MINORITY OR A PROBABLY WEAK COALITION GOVERNMENT (ALSO 
POSSIBLY MINORITY) WERE MOST LIKELY OUTCOMES OF CURRENT 
CRISIS. ON OTHER SIGNIFICANT POINTS THERE WAS GENERAL 
AGREEMENT EXCEPT FROM THE NSP VICE PRESIDENT, WHO WAS 
CLEARLY OUT OF LINE WITH MAIN BODY OF TURKISH POLITICAL 
THINKING. 

3. AMONG MOST NOTEWORTHY VIEWS GENERALLY AGREED TO WERE: 

A. PRIME MINISTER ECEVIT WILL HEAD NEXT GOVERNMENT. 

(NSP, ON THE CONTRARY, IS SEEKING A JUSTICE PARTY (JP)-NSP 
MINORITY COALITION UNDER SULEYMAN DEMIREL.) 

B. ECEVIT HAS IMPRESSIVE SUPPORT FROM THE MODERATE 
RIGHT OF THE LEFT. 

C. ONLY THE NSP LEADER REFERRED TO CYPRUS AS AN 
INTERNAL ISSUE; ALL OTHERS MENTIONED THE "NATIONAL UNITY" 
BROUGHT TO TURKEY BY ECEVIT'S HANDLING OF RECENT EVENTS 
ON THE ISLAND. 

D. AGAIN WITH EXCEPTION OF NSP VICE PRESIDENT, THERE 
WAS UNANIMOUS APPROVAL OF CALLING AN "EARLY" ELECTION. 

(THE NSP LEADER HOPED FOR ESTABLISHMENT OF A JP-NSP 
MINORITY COALITION TO LAST THROUGH NORMAL ELECTORAL TERM.) 

E. THREE OF THOSE INTERVIEWED COMMENTED ON THE 
IMPORTANCE IN THE CURRENT SITUATION OF THE OCTOBER 21 JP 
NATIONAL CONVENTION; NONE EXPECTED DEMIREL TO BE DEFEATED 
BUT ALL SAID HE COULD BE WEAKENED BY THE RESULTS OF THE 
CONVENTION. 

F. THE LEFT AND FAR LEFT IN TURKEY SEEM, FOR THE 

MOMENT, TO HAVE BEEN "SWALLOWED UP" IN ECEVIT'S POPULARITY 
RELATED TO CYPRUS, BUT OUR HOST EXPRESSED DOUBTS ABOUT 
ECEVIT'S ABILITY TO SOLVE TURKEY S INTERNAL ECONOMIC AND 
SOCIAL PROBLEMS OF THE TYPE THAT WORRY TURKEY'S SIGNIFICANT 
LEFTIST INTELLECTUALS. SO FAR, THESE LEFTISTS ARE STILL WITH 
THE PRIME MINISTER, BUT THEIR CONCERN ABOUT HIS ABILITY 
TO "DO SOMETHING" ON INTERNAL PROBLEMS IS GROWING. 
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